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                 LIGHTING TECHNIQUES
There are a number ways to light glass block, many of them a matter of personal taste. To directly answer questions regarding spacing/distancing/wattage of lights, we suggest designers take into account the following comments and look at as many photos of applications as possible. 
A lighting specialist can also be helpful although, quite honestly, you can achieve much of the effect you want by keeping the comments below in mind. 
 
That said, when lighting glass block you can typically expect the following:
 
CLEAR GLASS BLOCK
 
· If backlit, the lighting will tend to emphasize the frame of the glass block and add “depth” to the wall. 
 
· Depending on the distance from the wall the intensity of the “framing” will vary; if the lighting source is close it tends to be more emphasized, but creates the possibility of shadowing within the individual glass block, and a “scalloped” cast of light. With the lights pulled back the framing becomes less visible, the shadowing affect is lessened, and the scalloping effect is reduced or eliminated.
 
· If lit from the viewing side the pattern of the glass block, if any is present, will tend to be “highlighted”. It also emphasizes the surface nearest the viewer through reflection and reduces the “depth” versus a backlit wall.
 
· In either backlit or directly lit glass block walls “hotspots” can be created if the light is close to the surface and directly pointed towards the glass block. This look will be “scalloped” if the light if from a single source – like a traditional rounded bulb – versus from a more linear source.
 
· Fluorescent lighting tends to give glass block a cool, austere, almost sanitary look especially if typical “cool white” bulbs are used; “daylight” or “sunlight” bulbs can be used to lessen the effect.
 
· Incandescent tends to give a warm glow to glass block unless special, “whiter” light bulbs are used
 
· Halogen lights generally burn whiter, and will give a very accurate viewing of the clarity of clear glass block.
 
SATIN FINISH
 
· Satin Finish available on VETROARREDO® Glass Block will gently diffuse light and vision.
 
· With Satin 1 Finish, the side facing the viewer a backlit wall will take on a soft “glow”, creating a slightly shadowed effect at the joints, and have a minimum amount of “depth”.
 
· If the Satin 1 Finish side is facing away from the viewer a backlit wall will take on a soft “glow” and have the depth seen in a clear wall, created by the shadowing of the joints.
 
· With a Satin 2 Finished wall backlit walls take on a soft glow with a minimal depth, while front lit wall will have a “solid” appearance.
 
COLOR GLASS BLOCK
 
· Careful consideration should be given when selecting the type of lighting used with any building/finishing materials. While most types of lighting will have little effect on the color of VETROARREDO® Glass Block some types such as high intensity discharge or sodium lights, and some fluorescent bulbs  can alter the colors slightly with the most notable being Lilac which will tend to look more light blue than their natural soft violet color. 
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